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BACKGROUND-— SOVIET CROP PROSPECTS 




§|fieeiingly conflicting press reports have stated that: 

‘ •" ' ■ : • •*!$ i' , .. -i. - p 




10mm.., 

,r A.‘#>The USSR is having a bumper agricultural year and, 

B* The USSR will suffer staggering crop* losses in this year's 
harvest, because of bad weather and poor planning, 

II, The facts in the matter are these: 

A. This year's growing season in the USSR was reaonably good in 



the 


Ukraine and excellent in the New Lands. This favorable weather, 
taken together with general acreage expansion and near-completion 

6f the corn-planting program, has resulted lnoa bumper crop 
in the fields. 
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B. Nonetheless, barring other factors, the so-called "barn yield" 
for the USSR’s 1956 grain crop— that is, the grain actually 
harvested and stored in safety — could come to as much as 
124 million metric tons (compared with a post-war high in *55 
of 103 million MT, and a pre-war high of 105 million MT) . 

- 2 - 


Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000700080009-3 



-3 

i 

IV Thus, the remaining crucial factors in garnering this bumper crop 
successfully are: 

I I 

! • .... _ 1 

A, Harvesting weather for the next few weeks in the New Lars is area I 

and in the northern European USSR (the Ukraine wheat bar 

. i 

has already been nearly completed); 

B. Adequacy of storage, drying and transportation facilities in the 

New lauds area. 

| : • 

I V We est Ibu. te that, if reported poor weather in the New 1 Lancs a re? 1 

! « : . ; -j 

takes or.: ^ a moderate toll, this year's Soviet grain harvea should,: . ^ 

. *■■ stand at: some 120 million metric tons. 

A Even, under the worst -possible harvesting circumstances, we estimate 

that the Soviet crop will he larger than 1955's 103 mil ion MT , ~j 

! a nd probably equal to the previous (1937) all-time hi*»? 
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